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Abstract
Key words : symbolism, mural painting, Mara, signification, code, textual analysis
Asst. Prof. Grit Thonglert, Ph.D. : The Symbolism of “Méra" in temple murals. Advisor: Assf.
Prof. Thiti Vitayarorana, 156 p.

This research aims to provide information about figurative symbol of “Mara,” and how it
has been portrayed as “Devil” in Thai mural paintings, including communication methods used in
both That traditional and Thai local painting style by using a concept of Thai mural painting,
literature in Buddhism about the biography of Lord Buddha, Symbol theory, Semiology approach,
and Jakobson’s communication model as a guideline to analyze all gathered information. This
research is a qualitative research using textual analysis method of Thai mural paintings in 27
temples from 14 provinces around the country. Most of them were painted from the end of
Ayuthaya period until the reign of King Rama VIl (1656 — 1932).

The result of this research shows that the figurative symbols which indicate the meaning
of “Mara,” match societal worldview that has been influenced from literature in Buddhism about
the biqgraphy of Lord Buddha and Ramayana epic. By the way, the outstanding figurative symbol
of Maradhiraya indicates meanings as followed: 1) giant-appearance symbol has been estimated as
evilness 2) halo painted above Maradhiraya's head is a symbol that indicates divine 3) decrease of
Maradhiraya’s hands, from 1,000 to 10 or sometime 4, with high sufficient weapons is a symbol
that indicates the great power 4) symbolic meaning of Maradhiraya's appearance’s colors, green,
grey, and sometime black, is a dark tone of colors that has been related to wickedness and
immorality 5} symbolic gestures of Maradhiraya’s present his dramatic divine movements.

In part of devil’s disciples, there are some prominent figurative symbols that imply
meanings as followed: 1) presentation of “Mara” (Evil) through giant’s appearance with fangs
shows fierce and hatred 2) hideous look that visually reflects through Mara’s appearance states an
evil mind from the inside 3)foreigner interpreted as Mara through figurative symbols, sometime
with weapons, that show violence, sicge, and non-Buddhists. 4) aging and oldness have also been
interpreted as Mara. Moreover, there are some symbols with hidden meanings in paintings of
devils’ disciples, for example, 1) the movement and direction with bad intention to harm highness
2) chaos, disorder, and non-unity painted in the devil’s supporters’ paintings.

The communication method of “Mara” (Evilness) consists of 1) creation of opposition
between goodness and evilness 2) personification; the comparison of passion as the “Master of

Mara,” (Maradhiraya) 3) Intertextuality with “Mara” in other literatures 4) systematization of



figurative symbols by geometrical code and Thai mural painting code 5) Summoning witness for
verification. However, there is a similarity of communication method between Thai traditional

mural painting and Thai local mural painting.
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