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5308030 :MAJOR : CRIMINOLOGY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION ;
M.P.A. (CRIMINOLOGY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION)
KEY WORDS : OFFENSE, ELECTION
POL.MAJ. KIRKKAI WEERACHAOVAPAS: OFFENSES OF THE THAI
ELECTION LAW COMMITTED BY POLITICAL .STAKEHOLDERS AND
CANDIDATES DURING THE THAI GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON 23 DECEMBER,

2007: THESIS ADVISOR: PROF. SUTHAM CHEURPRAKOBKIT, Ph.D., 67 p.

This qualitative research aims to (1) investigate the-behavior of political stakeholders and
candidates during the Thai General Election held (on the 23 December 2007, in particular,
candidates elected Members of Parliament_ who maythave representedpolitical stakeholders and
committed offenses under the Thai election law by order of the Supreme Court (Department of
Elections) from 2008 to 2009, (2) determine’ the causes of the, violation of election laws by
political stakeholders and candidates, who committed offersessunder the Thai election law during
Thai General Election held on(the'23 December 2007, and (3) offer guidelines to prevent political
stakeholders cooperating-withycandidates to break“Thai election laws in future Thai general
elections. The data'used in the research was gathered from documents and case studies including:
judgments by the ‘Supreme Court (Department of Elections) from 2008 to 2009 and offenses of
Thai election‘law committed during the<Thai general election held on the 23 December 2007 by

political stakeholders and candidates:

The results show:
1. Offenses commiitted by stakeholders and political candidates can be divided into two
types: 1) co-offenders conspire and collaborate through associations to commit offenses under the

Thai election law, 2) repetition of previous offenses under Thai election law.



2. The causes of offenses committed under the Thai election law by the co-offenders can
be divided into three types: 1) the relationship between the co-offenders was of a close and
personal nature. Therefore, the offense did not result from the co-offenders’ requirement for
assets, wealth or payment, 2) repetition of illegal behavior by the co-offenders in previous Thai
general elections, 3) law enforcement has focused on candidates not stakeholders who were

troublemakers, employees, proxies, and supporters.

The following guidelines are offered to prevent political stakeholders cooperating with
candidates to break election laws in future Thai general elections: (1) The government should
implement legal measures that permit stakeholders/and‘candidates who commit offenses of the
Thai election law to be punished more harshly,(2), standards should Be«established that instill
ethical and moral behavior in all political Candidates, (3) social ‘learning should be used to
convince the electorate to disregard attempts at vote buying, (4) the electorate should participate in
an “anti-vote buying” campaign to_disceurage political candidates and stakeholders from engaging

in illegal election campaigns.

Student’s Signature KSF\KK&Z’— . W BG?’* ( ” (!‘6 'ﬁeﬁ@dvisor’s Signature...... BTSRRI
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