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5107046 : MAJOR: PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION; PH.D.
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KEY WORDS : THAKSIN SHINAWATRA, COMMUNICATION STRATEGY,
BUREAUCRATIC REFORM
WEERAYUT CHOKCHAIMADON: COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES OF POL.
COL. THAKSIN SHINAWATRA AS A GOVERNMENT LEADER IN HIS USING PUBLIC
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DISSERTATION CO-ADVISORS: PROF. SOMBOON SUKSAMRAN, PH.D. AND ASSOC.

PROF. YUTHAPORN ISARACHAL, 200 p.

The research study “Communication’ Strategies of Pol. Col.\Thaksin Shinawatra as a
Government Leader in His Using Public Area™ has the purpose*to (1) study the contexts of
Thaksin’s bureaucratic reform, (2) study.hisistrategies for the bureaucratic reform, and (3) study
his strategies for communication~en plblic area. This ‘qualitative research uses descriptive
discussion method to present the content of the literaturéwreview and relevant conceptual theories.
Those theories include Hegemeony, Discourse; Rolitical Economics in Mass Communication,

Communication Strategiesyand, Public Sphere Concept by Jurgen Habermas.

The study, of the contexts of the bureaucratic reform during the study period revealed that
the pressure forichange prevailed. So-did Thaksin’s attempts to exercise communication strategies
on public sphere, aiming at.gaining popularity among and within the government and public
sectors. Theoretically/analyzed, Thaksin’s strategies were found to contain a discourse that the
power was in the hands of public citizens. On the contrary, the researcher found that Thaksin
executed his power by communicating via government-owned media, to create a pseudo public

sphere. The bureaucratic reform resulted in Thaksin’s increasing executive power over the non-

empowered public.
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Adding to the above discussion and conclusion, the researcher suggested further study on
(1) Communication Strategies of Thaksin in comparison with those of other leaders, and (2)

Communication Strategies of Thaksin beyond the ending of his prime minister position.

The researcher has meant for his study, descriptive discussion, result and suggestion to
contribute to the education arena of communication strategy and public understanding of Thai

politics and its consequences.
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