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Abstract

This descriptive correlational research aimed to investigate pain management competency of
professional nurses and associated factors regarding work experience, training experience and
communication skills. Four core competencies of Fishman et al., (2013) i.e., (1) fundamental concepts of
pain, (2) pain assessment and measurement, (3) management of pain, and (4) context of pain management
in accordance with the context were used as a conceptual framework. In this study, 134 professional
nurses at the Bamrasnaradura Infectious Diseases Institute were recruited using a purposive sampling
method. Data were collected by using personal information sheets, pain management competency
questionnaire, and communication skills of professional nurses’ questionnaire. The revised pain
management competency questionnaire was assessed for internal consistency reliability with Cronbach's
coefficients alpha at .95. Data were analyzed by using Spearman's Rank Correlation.

The findings indicated that professional nurses demonstrated a high level of competency in
pain management, as evidenced by a mean score of 3.62 (SD = 0.73). The overall communication skills
of professional nurses were at a good level (M = 3.45, SD = 1.01). There was no significant correlation
(r=".153, p=.078) between work experiences and competency of professional nurses. Nevertheless, there
was a low level of correlation between nurse’s competency and training experience, (r =.257, p = .003).
Moreover, there was a moderate positive correlation between overall nurses’ communication skills and
nurse’s competency in pain management (r = .576, p = .000). Considering each aspect of communication
skills between nurses to nurses, nurses to patients/family members, and nurses to multidisciplinary teams,
the associations were at moderate levels (r =.521, .520, .614, p = .000 respectively).

(Total 97 pages)
Keywords: Nurse's Competency, Pain Management, Work Experience, Training Experiences in

Pain Management, Communication Skills
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M3NN 44 Aunde daudeununasgIu wagseauueIanssaugmumsdsziuaulie
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M31N 45 Aunde dudeununnsgIu LagIzaUYeIaNTIaUTAIUMITanIANulie

(N =134)
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A0ANRDINVUTUN (N = 134)
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HAZTUAU (N = 134)
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sgralveany  wernanugthense  sErdlweInTa

NinyzMsdoas 3 3 L.
Wena YAAaluATaUASY  AUANAINITIIN
X SD X SD X SD
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