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Thesis Title : An Analysis of Storytelling Techniques and Director’s Representation of
Isaan Identity in the Film “Phubao Thai Baan”

Program : Master of Communication Arts in Film and Television Writing and Directing

Thesis Advisor : Asst.Prof Kritsaneekron Jaroenkuson, Ph.D.

Abstract

This study aimed to achieve two primary objectives: Firstly, to analyze the storytelling
techniques employed in the film "Phubao Thai Baan." Secondly, to explore the extent to which
Uthen Sririwi, the director of the film, portrayed and represented the Isaan identity. To accomplish
these objectives, a qualitative research approach was adopted. The study utilized content analysis
to investigate the various storytelling elements utilized in the film. Additionally, interviews were
conducted to gain deeper insights into the intentions and reflections concerning the representation
of Isaan identity. The data for this study were gathered from four episodes of the film series
"Phubao Thai Baan," namely: "Phu Bao Thai Baan Isaan Indy" (2014), "Phu Bao Thai Baan Man
and the Company" (2018), and "Phu Bao Thai Baan Isaan Juet" (2021).

The study's findings revealed that all four episodes of the film employed essential
storytelling techniques, encompassing elements such as plot, theme, conflict, character, setting,
symbol, and point of view. Notably, the episodes placed significant emphasis on themes and
conflicts. Among the major themes identified throughout all four episodes were the portrayal of a
civilized Isaan, the exploration of social inequality between the working class and the capitalist
class, and the depiction of localism and reminiscence. Furthermore, the conflicts found in the film
included the conflicts between different societal factions such as capitalists and workers, the
internal conflict, and the conflict between characters who were family members. Regarding the
utilization of symbolism in the storytelling, four distinct aspects were employed. Firstly, symbols
were employed to represent the idea of Isaan, evoking a sense of being far away from home.
Secondly, the film utilized symbols that encapsulated the contrasting and distinctive identities of
different characters. Thirdly, symbols were employed to explore the dynamics between the
capitalist and working classes. Lastly, the film employed symbols to delve into the themes of
localism and reminiscence. For the results from the interview, it was found that there were four
Isaan identities that the director of the film would like to portray including 1) Isaan as a space for
social negotiation, particularly among local women, 2) the adaptation of Isaan Thai Baan people,
3) problems related to social gap and inequality existing between the capitalists and workers, and

4) the reminiscence experienced by Isaan people who had to work far from home.

(Total 133 pages)

Keywords: Storytelling techniques, Representation of identity, Isaanness, Phu Bao Thai Baan
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