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Thesis Title . Factors Leading to Juvenile Drug Offenses: A Case Study of Central

Region Juvenile Vocational Training Centers

Program . Master of Arts in Criminology and Justice Administration
Thesis Advisor  : Asst.Prof.Aranee Vivatthanaporn, Ph.D.
Abstract

This study aims to investigate the relationship between factors related to social bonds,
those of differential association, and juvenile offenses involving narcotic drugs. Additionally, it
aims to propose guidelines for preventing and addressing problems associated with juvenile drug
offenses. This study employed a mixed-method approach, incorporating both quantitative and
qualitative methods. The quantitative aspect involved a sample of 110 children and youth who
were involved in narcotic drug-related offenses for the first time or had repeated offenses at the
Juvenile Practice and Training Center in the Central Region. Questionnaires served as the primary
research instrument, and statistical analysis included measures such as percentage, mean,
correlation coefficient, and independent sample t-test. Additionally, the study utilized qualitative
methods, conducting in-depth interviews with key informants. These informants included three
social workers, three psychologists, and eight children and youth charged with narcotic drug
cases. The findings indicate several significant results. Regarding social bond factors associated
with juvenile offenses, those with lower levels of social bond demonstrated a higher frequency of
offenses, with a statistically significant correlation at the 0.05 level and a correlation coefficient
(r) of -0.223. Concerning factors related to differential association, juveniles with lower levels of
association displayed fewer offenses, with statistical significance at the 0.05 level and a
correlation coefficient (r) of 0.660. Qualitative research findings revealed that juveniles involved
in narcotic drug offenses often had fragile social and family bonds. Additionally, they tended to
associate with individuals engaged in narcotic drug use, which contributed to their involvement in
offenses.

(Total 233 pages)

Keywords: Differential association, Social bond, Factors influencing the juvenile’s offences in

narcotic drugs
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