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6405441 : Chatchom Sriwongklang
Thesis Title . Legal Issues regarding the Protection of Land Rights of Indigenous Peoples
on Islands
Program . Master of Laws
Thesis Advisor  : Kritsada Saengcharoensub, Ph.D.
Abstract

The objectives of this research were to investigate the legal frameworks governing the
protection of indigenous land rights in Thailand and globally, and to identify the challenges associated
with safeguarding these rights. This was accomplished by analyzing pertinent laws, regulations, and
related rules, as well as court verdicts or orders from the Supreme Administrative Court and opinions
from the Council of State. Additionally, the research involved comparing these findings with land
laws in other countries.

The findings uncovered several legal challenges, including inconsistencies in the legal
hierarchy, restrictions on indigenous peoples’ rights to acquire land rights and title deeds, which may
conflict with the constitutional principle of equality. Furthermore, inadequate measures were
identified to regulate land ownership on islands, notably the absence of a maximum period for transfer
restrictions. These challenges underscore the necessity for legal frameworks that facilitate harmonious
coexistence between indigenous communities and the natural environment.

It is recommended that the issuance of land title deeds on islands be revised through legal
amendments grounded in the concept of cultural protection zones. Furthermore, island city planning
should align with guidelines specified in city planning and zoning laws. This can be achieved through
the enactment of specific laws or royal decrees tailored to each island. Subsequently, it would be
possible to evaluate and issue land title deeds to indigenous peoples while imposing unique
restrictions on transferring rights and conducting legal transactions. These deeds should be
distinguished from general land title deeds.

(Total 95 pages)

Keywords: Land Rights, Land Title Deed, Island, Indigenous People
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