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Tile Community Development Planning
Case Study: Nong-or, Ratchaburi
By  Mr. Vitoon Tipanet

Abstract

Ratchaburt provinee has always been slialegically important due to its geographical
and central location for agriculture. The first settlements date back to the Dvaravati period
over 1,000 years ago. Nong-or, one of the small community in Ratchaburi, is a part of rural
area used for growing rice and other crops. Paddy fields are a typical feature of rice farming
in Nong-or area. Flooded paddies provide an ideal environment for rice cultivation.
The water buffalo is one of the most important working animals adapted for life in wetlands,
and is used extensively in paddy fields.

As participation of commuters become increasing important to community
development in Thailand accerding to the National economic and social development plan,
the need to develop community also becomes a primary concern. Human communities
represent both a primary resource and their existence of community itself are basic reason
for sustainable development, such as an agriculture community, eco-tourism community,
fishing village, farming, cultural, historical communities, etc.

Sustaining the community has therefore become an essential element of
development usually depends on the economic, social and cuitural benefits to the
community and its environment. ‘A holistic approach to sustainability requires the new
approach in the process of architectural design, planning, and development. Thus,
designing community architecture has to take in account social, cultural, economic and
environmental aspects.

The concept of developing sustainable community goes beyond the creation of a
successful architecture and results more than just building with sustainable materials and
technologies. The new approach, this project needs to be collectively embraced a spirit of
community and explore the community background, their history, their culture, way of life,
their goal — reflecting the need of the community. This process enhance towards the

community development in a sustainable way.
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