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Title Community Development Planning
Case Study: Mon Community, Kanchanaburi

By Mr.Khemachat Wongtimarat
Abstract

Mon, also commonly known as Thai Raman, of Sangklaburi community is small and
close-knit, and concentrated in the north-west of Kanchanaburi Province, close to Myanmar.
They have managed to build a strong sense of community and have succeeded in carried
out their own culture. At present, the local traditions are being used to attract the attention of
tourists to visit Sangklaburi. They also indicated that the participation in tourism can
strengthen the self-awareness of the local resident as well as the sense of national identity.
They tried every possible way to protect their own culture and way of life. The Thai
government has recognized the importance of their minority people and encourages the
community to be tourist attraction.

As participation of commuters become increasing important to community
development in Thailand according to the National economic and social development plan,
the need to develop community also becomes a primary concern. Human communities
represent both a primary resource and their existence of community itself are basic reason
for sustainable development, such as an agriculture community, eco-tourism community,
fishing village, farming, cultural, historical communities, etc. Sustaining the community has
therefore become an essential element of development usually depends on the economic,
social and cultural benefits to the community and its environment. A helistic approach to
sustainability requires the new approach in the process of architectural design, planning,
and development. Thus, designing community architecture has to take in account social,
cultural, economic and environmental aspects.

The concept of developing sustainable community goes beyond the creation of a
successful architecture and results more than just building with sustainable materials and
technologies. The new approach, this project needs to be collectively embraced a spirit of
community and explore the community background, their history, their culture, way of life,
their goal — reflecting the need of the community. This process enhance towards the

community development in a sustainable way.
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