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6407114 : Kunanya Parinjit
Dissertation Title . Thai Rubber Industry Development: A Case Study of Nakhon Si

Thammarat Province

Program : Doctor of Philosophy in Leadership in Society, Business and Politics
Dissertation Advisor  : Assoc. Prof. Rattaphong Sonsuphap, Ph.D.
Abstract

This study aimed to examine government policies for promoting Thailand's rubber
industry through an eco-system approach by analyzing and enhancing the value and
competitiveness of the rubber sector, with a focus on Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. The
research employed qualitative methods, including document analysis, in-depth interviews, SWOT
analysis, and the TOWS matrix. The findings indicate that the government should adopt several
key measures: (1) modifying the production structure of the rubber industry, (2) integrating
production within the rubber sector, (3) developing environmentally friendly value-added
products, and (4) improving traceability and promoting domestic rubber utilization.

Nakhon Si Thammarat has been identified as a strategic target area within the Southern
Economic Corridor (SEC), serving to support the development of the Eastern Economic Corridor
(EEC) and the Special Economic Development Zone (SEZ). These initiatives should emphasize
sustainable production and environmentally oriented innovation. The study highlights three pilot
industries: tire manufacturing, concentrated latex products, and other rubber-based products such
as shoe soles and rubber sticks. If successfully implemented, these measures are projected to
generate an investment value of 88 billion baht, stimulate the internal economy through
infrastructure investments of 680 billion baht, and contribute to 200 billion baht in rubber product
exports. Additionally, the increased domestic demand for rubber, estimated at 1.1 million tons, is
expected to create 45,000 jobs in the region. Rubber farmers could see an income increase of
22,000 baht per rai, thereby improving their quality of life.

(Total 105 pages)

Keywords: Rubber industry; Competitiveness; Special economic zones
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