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Abstract

Nacharata Aimnaran and Grit Thonglert: The Enchanting Image Creation for Spiritual Tourism

Communication on Digital Platforms in Thailand, 196 pages.

This research aims to analyze photographic content and accompanying narratives used in
the communication of spiritual tourism, the methods employed to construct enchantment in
photographic imagery, and User-Generated Content related to photographic works for spiritual
tourism communication. The theoretical frameworks were bases on concepts of tourism
communication and spiritual tourism, the Philosophy of Symbiosis, Jakobson’s communication
model, image analysis, user-generated content, and intertextuality. The research adopts a
qualitative approach through the image and content analysis of 184 photographs representing 60
spiritual tourism destinations in Thailand on digital platforms in the e-book entitled “Connecting
to Spiritual Thailand A Guide to 60 Powerspots”, along with user-generated content associated
with these destinations. The research findings are as follows:

1) Photographic content and accompanying narratives can be classified into five
categories:(a) the physical characteristics of creative works in architecture and sculpture; (b)
natural wonders connected to spiritual tourism sites (c)ritualistic expressions;(d) acts of prayer
and supplication to sacred entities; and(e) the historical background of the locations. 2) The
construction of enchantment comprises six principal methods: (a) the use of symbolic imagery
that diverges from traditional canonical symbols; (b) the creation of an atmosphere of ambiguity;
(c) the use of indexical signs as temporal markers of the past; (d) the application of double codes
between light and visual symbolism; (e) the enhancement of chromatic brilliance and luminosity;
and (f) the construction of intertextuality. 3) User-generated content can be categorized into seven
thematic cores: (a) prayer and supplication to sacred entities; (b) the use of the term “sathu” to
express rejoicing in auspicious acts; (c) admiration for the aesthetic beauty of architectural and
sculptural works; (d) participation in ritual practices; (e) goods and services associated with
spiritual tourism destinations;(f) the sharing of photographic narratives and knowledge about the

destinations; and (g) issues concerning spatial management within spiritual tourism sites.

Keywords: enchantment creation, photography, tourism communication, spiritual tourism, user-

generated content.
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