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NACHARATA AIMNARAN: THE EXISTING AND AESTHETIC OF NAGA ICON
IN THAI ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA. DISSERTATION ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF.GRIT
THONGLERT, Ph.D., 209 p.

The purpose of this study was to understand background and the construction of
the real-world vision of Naga icon portrayed in films and television dramas, including its
existence and communicative aesthetics. The concepts and theories employed in this
study include ontology, the concept of Naga existence, Naga-related literature, the
signification of Thai mural paintings, cultural reproduction, Jakobson’s communication
model, the philosophy of symbiosis, and fuzzy logic. This study is a qualitative study that
encompasses the textual analysis of Thai mural paintings, “Mekhong Full Moon Party”

film, “Na Kee” television drama, and interviews with Naga icon makers.

The results revealed that;

1. The background and construction of the real-world vision of Naga icon
in mural paintings was based on an idealistic worldview which was shown through
figurative symbols. These include a) line symbols and shape movement; b) colors of
Naga’s body; c) use of zigzag lines; and d) portrayal of Naga icon with magical power.
The existence of Naga in Thai mural paintings was placed highly in a respectable
master’ s level as a national legacy, and had been reproduced in the contemporary
media.

2. The real-world vision of Naga icon reflected through films and dramas
includes the real-world vision of idealism, rationalism, and the applied mixture of both
idealism and rationalism.

3. The aesthetic components in the portrayal of Naga icon are as follows:

a) the Naga’s appearance was artistically beautiful; b) the curved lines of Naga icon

Student’s Signature.........coccoeeeviiiiiiinnn. Dissertation Advisor's Signature..........ccccoooviiiiiiiininnnne



symbolized unique and eloquent beauty; c) the scales of Naga were a major component
of beauty; d) the movement of Naga was expressed in an elegant manner; e) the beauty
of Naga was attributable to its relationship with the context; and f) Naga was a
combination of realistic, natural beauty and imagination. Regarding the Naga icon
portrayed in the contemporary media, it was evident that the Naga icon in its human form
bore surrealist beauty, which was a new phenomenon that occurred through the

participation of the audience.
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