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5709711 : MAJOR: CRIMINOLOGY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE ADMINISTRATION
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KEY WORDS : CAUSAL FACTORS AND PATTERNS, ARMORED TRUCK ROBBERY
POLICE CAPTAIN NOPPORN HIRANRAK: CAUSAL FACTORS AND
PATTERNS OF AMORED TRUCK ROBBERY. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST.PROF.POL.

CAPT. JOMDET TRIMEK, Ph.D., 83 p.

This study explores the causal factors and patterns of crime relating to armored truck
robbery. The objectives of the research are 1) to study characteristics and patterns of the offence in
relation to armored truck robbery, 2) to study causal factors and motivation for committing
armored truck robbery, and 3) to propose preventive measures to armored truck robbery. The
research employed a qualitative research method, conducting a total of eight interviews. The
interview participants included four police inquiry officers who were involved in the investigation
of armored truck robbery cases and four prisoners who committed the offence relating to armored
truck robbery. The study has found that 1) the patterns of the offence in relation to armored truck
robbery were often premeditated. The offenders usually observed the number of securities the
behavior of the security officers working on the armored truck. The offenders also made a plan of
fleeing after committing a crime. The inmates reported that the robbery contained at least two or
more perpetrators to perform their deliberately planned duties. Furthermore, there were rehearsals
for the robbery and surveys for the escape routes, such as exploring the area where CCTVs are
installed to avoid them. Therefore, the offenders were able to get familiar with the robbery plan
and escape routes. 2) It has been found that the causes and motivation for committing armored
truck robbery were attributed to four main contributing factors, including: 2.1) Financial Status —
The perpetrators often had troubles with debts, gambling debts, and insufficient expenses, which
became the main factor that gave incentives to rob the armored truck. 2.2) Offenders’ Former
Careers, such as former police detectives, tourism businesspersons, van drivers etc. - The
occupation of the offenders caused difficulties in the investigation for arresting robbery members

and were capable of leaving no traces of evidence or witnesses after the robbery.
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2.3) Value of Cash — According to the offenders’ observation, they could evaluate a
large amount of cash in the armored truck, resulting in the motivation for the robbery that
provided them with a satisfying amount of money. 2.4) Security Mechanisms — It has been found
that the company still lacked robust security mechanisms for the armored truck. This study has
found that a reason that the offenders chose to rob the armored truck is due to the fact that it was
easily robbed, and the perpetrators could get a substantial amount of money. Therefore, according
to the study, it can be seen that armored truck robbery is considerable damage to the property with
high values and has negative effects on public confidence. The main contributing factor is related
to economic situations that result in insufficient income and debts. Furthermore, a lack of
preventive measures in the company results in offenders’ motivation that makes them decide to
commit robbery. This situation can be explained further by criminological theories that help
indicate patterns, contributing factors, and motivation for committing armored truck robbery. This
research also proposes preventive measures to armored truck robbery and other kinds of robbery

such as bank and gold shop robbery which may occur in the future.
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