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5808541 . Police Captain Anuchit Bunyarin
Thesis Title :  Myanmar smugglers in Thailand after the opening of Asean community
(AC)
Program . Master of Public Administration in Criminology and Criminal Justice
Administration
Thesis Advisor  : Asst.Prof.Pol.Capt.Jomdet Trimek, Ph.D.
Abstract

This research aimed 1) to study current situations of Myanmar smugglers in Thailand
before and after the opening of ASEAN Community, 2) to analyze causes of their smuggling before
and after the opening of ASEAN Community, and 3) to propose solutions to the problems of
Myanmar smugglers in Thailand. This study employed qualitative research methods. Data were
obtained through in-depth interviews with 13 key informants from three groups: 1) officials whose
work was related to the prevention of smuggling, 2) institutions, companies, and public and private
agencies who worked closely with Myanmar migrants, and 3 ) Myanmar smugglers who were
currently legal or illegal migrant workers entering Thailand before and after the opening of ASEAN
Community. This research found that the situations of Myanmar smugglers in Thailand before and
after the opening of ASEAN Community were different. After the opening of ASEAN Community,
the numbers of Myanmar smugglers in Thailand decreased sharply. In addition, there were five
major causes of Myanmar smugglers in Thailand including the need for a higher wage than they
earned in Myanmar, a high unemployment rate in Myanmar, continuous political conflicts and wars
in Myanmar, environments ripe for smuggling, Thai unrestricted immigration law and punishment,
and a costly work permit application process. These five causes were not different before and after
the opening of ASEAN Community. The effective solution was the enactment of employment for
migrant workers. In the long term, Thai government and both public and private agencies, who
worked closely with smuggling and illegal migrant workers should work together and have a strong
law enforcement in order to continually prevent smuggling.

(Total 102 pages)

Keywords: Smuggling, Myanmar, ASEAN Community
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2.4 BIRALAZ NGB NI 1Y 1INENTUNE IV
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Criminology)
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