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KEYWORDS : PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE, WILDFIRES, HAZE -
POLLUTION

NIPITHPON LIMUNTACHAI : PUBLIC AND PEOPLE PATICIPATION IN
PREVENTING WILDFIRE AND HAZE POLLUTION IN DOI SUTHEP-PUI NATIONAL

PARK IN CHIANG MAI THESIS ADVISOR: JIDAPA THIRASIRIKUL Ph.D. ,140 p.

The research paper’s objectives are:- 1. To study the factors determining the successes
in, and obstacles to, participation between government and local people in solving the haze
pollution problems, 2. To study how the government and the public work together in order to
prevent and solve the haze pollution problems, as well as the room to increase participation rates,
3. To study the causes and effects of wildfire and haze pollution in Doi Suthep-Pui national park,
4. To propose practical public policy recommendations for closing the regulatory gaps as well as
enhancing the effectiveness of wildfire and haze pollution measurement. Qualitative research
methodology has been adopted while preparing this research paper through interviews with the
key local stakeholders, including the local government agency (regulators), the community leaders
(supervisor) and local people, as well as studying secondary data and documents.

The research found that the wildfires resulted from 3 causes:- 1. burning in wild areas
2. burning in agricultural areas, and 3. burning in community areas, which subsequently caused
harmful haze and negatively affected local people in terms of health deterioration, economic
losses, and reduced visibility.

Regarding the recent participation in the governance process, the government
increasingly realizes the importance of the public's participation. Nowadays they occasionally
arrange public meetings and provide opinion boxes to gather local people’s points of view, so that
the relevant government agencies can thoroughly understand the problems and design
comprehensive regulations as well as appropriately allocating personnel (labor) and budgets

(capital) in line with the huge scale of the problem.
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