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This analysis, focused on a comparative of Scott Lafaro’s and Marc Johnson’s improvisation on
Nardis composed by Miles Davis. Researcher focused on Rhythm, Melodic Structure, Harmony,

Scales Bass Technic and others musical element.

From an analysis, found that both bassists use varieties of rhythmic to develop their
phasing, mostly on Eight-Note and Triplet. to develop their motifs, they create a Polyrhythm and
Rhythmic Displacement to expand more possible ways to improvise. Scott Lafaro uses patterns of
rhythmic scales and arpeggio with a chord changes to make his improvisation line to be linear

pattern while Marc Johnson use the same element but focused more on intervals.

In part of harmony, both bassists use varieties of scales to be a source of their
improvisation which can create an Expansion on an improvisation’s line. On bass’s Technic, both
bassists use a Harmonic Technic to color their lines. Marc Johnson have more variation on
Technic Than Scott Lafaro moreover, Ornamenting variation from a melody also found on Marc 's

improvisation line.
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111: Fernandez et al., 2009, p. 225
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Scott Lafaro's Solo on
"Nardis"
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Liam Noble and Chris Baron
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Marc Johnson's Solo on
"Nardis"
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